
Greetings International College Hopefuls!  
Since the beginning of the new semester, the 
International College has been busy as bees 
meeting high school students and parents 
interested in learning about the International 
College and our programs.  

We started our promotions off with a visit from 
students from Kaohsiung Municipal Sinsing 
Senior High School on Friday, February 17th. 
The IC was very warmly received by these 
students who had come a long way to hear 
about Tunghai, and both the IBA and SSE 
directors and all three mentors talked to the 
curious and eager students about the benefits of 
the International College. 

The next day, staff and students of the 
International College banded together in the 

Tunghai gymnasium to promote our two 
programs to interested students for Tunghai’s 
Open Campus. The IC students shined brightly 
at the event, and passionately explained the 
coursework studied and experiences gained 
while studying at the International College. The 
night before Open Campus, IBA director James 
Sims invited a group of SSE and IBA students to 
his house to prepare brownies and chocolate 
oatmeal cookies for the high schoolers and 
parents who came to talk with us at the IC 
booth. IC students had a blast baking together 
and playing with Professor Sims’ dogs, and the 
sugary confectionery proved to be a big draw to 
the IC’s Open Campus station.  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The next weekend, student and staff spread out 
around all of Taiwan to recruit students at college 
fairs in Taipei, Taichung, and Kaohsiung. We met 
with many passionate, interested, and curious 
students full of questions for the staff and 
students. Thank you to all the students who 
stopped by the Tunghai booth and talked to us 
about the International College! 

To the students who have spoken to us at the IC 
over the past few weeks, we look forward to 
hearing from you again in the future, and we hope 
to one day see you again as a new addition to our 
IC family! Interviews for the Sciences 
Sustainability and Engineering and International 
Business Administration programs will be on April 
8th, we hope to see you there!  

If you are curious about the International College 
but you haven’t had the opportunity to talk with 
any of the staff or students, please do not hesitate 
to call us at 04-2359-8941 or email us at 
ic@thu.edu.tw.  
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SSE STUDENTS CLEAN UP KENTING 
During the long memorial weekend, Tunghai 
University’s International College Sustainability 
Science and Engineering Students (SSE) gave back 
to the community by cleaning up Baisha Bay (⽩沙
灣) in Kenting. Between February 27-28, SSE 
students labored for hours under the sun and 
collected many heavy bags of garbage. Freshman 
Brad Lin emphasizes the importance of keeping 
trash off the beach and out of our beautiful oceans, 

commenting, “While we were cleaning, we found many 
weird types of garbage, like balloons, and it was very 
disgusting and smelly.” Along with Brad, fellow freshmen 
Amanda, Nicole, Sabina, Joe, Roy, Anita and Doris helped 
plan and lead the event. Besides cleaning, the SSE students 
also took this opportunity to enjoy the sand and sunshine, 
partaking in beach-side activities before heading back to 
Taichung. Altogether, the trip was a great bonding 
experience in addition to a chance to put their course 
content into action in protecting the environment.  



New Student Clubs Impulse and ICEPAC  
This semester, the IC is proud to announce the 
founding of two new student clubs, a student-
run magazine, Impulse, and the International 
College Environmental Protection Action 
Coalition (ICEPAC). Junior Tanya Tung will act 
as Impulse’s first ever Editor-in-Chief, working 
alongside fellow juniors I-Ta Lu and Momo 
Hsiao, who will act as Content Editor and 
Artistic Director, respectively. With a team of 
enthusiastic student writers, photographers, 
and designers, and the first issue’s cryptic 
theme has something to do with “ferns,” and 
the IC looks forward to seeing what Impulse has 
in store for its publication scheduled at the end 
of April. Anyone interested in learning more 
about Impulse, or on how to contribute, can 
contact either the mentors or Tanya for more 
information.  

Other than having a cool name, ICEPAC has 
some pretty exciting plans in store for the 

semester as well. So far, students have played 
around with ideas for reforestation, air quality 
improvement, conscious food consumption, 
reducing waste in cafeterias, promoting 
sustainable products on campus, and cleaning 
up Tunghai Lake. Dr. John Perez, who teaches 
Introduction to Sustainable Science and 
Engineering, Basic Sustainability Projects, and 
Trends in Global Ecology and Environmental 
change, will act as the club’s faculty adviser. 
While there will be a President and Vice 
President to run the meetings, most students in 
the club will have the opportunity to organize 
and run their own event, increasing the number 
of projects and hopefully engaging even more 
members of the IC community to volunteer and 
participate in saving the planet. For more 
information on what ICEPAC is up to, or on 
how to get involved, check out their Facebook 
page or email the mentors for details.  

Thank you to all the students who have 
enthusiastically taken on the responsibility of 
running these burgeoning clubs. You are all 
setting the foundation for what is sure to be 
years of impressive student involvement and 
cooperation. The IC encourages all students to 
check out these clubs and give back to their 
community, either in environmental action, 
artistic expression, or both!  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What did you do over the Break?    
Classes at Tunghai have been back in session for nearly a month now, but International College 
students are still fondly remembering their time away from the books. For many, the break was a 
great opportunity for travel, for others an opportunity to do internships and gain work experience, 
while some of the students just used the break to rest and recuperate after a busy fall semester. Here 
is what some of the students had to share about their break: 

Freshman IBA’s Betty Wu traveled around Taiwan - “During the break, my family went to the happiest 
counties - Hualien and Taitung for vacation. It’s crazy that we didn’t wear enough clothes and were 
shivering all over with cold under a 2 degrees Celsius temperature on 合歡山. We walked through a 
ghostlike cave and saw the most magnificent, sparkling waterfall at 翡翠⾕, watched the train 
running across the azure Pacific ocean in Taiwan's most beautiful train station- 多良⾞站 and went on 
top of the 鯉⿂山 to command the beauty of Taitung in the early 
morning. These moments made the trip truly one of a lifetime!” 

SSE student, Akemi, spent her break traveling around South East 
Asia, including Myanmar, Laos, and Vietnam, which she says was “an 
experience that opened my eyes a bit wider and taught me to 
appreciate the different faces of beauty.” 

IBA Junior Luvian Iskander used the break to gain hands-on 
experience through an internship -  “During the winter break I had 
the opportunity to intern in Nanjitan Carbon Asset Management. I 
researched about the energy situation in Indonesia and presented my findings to them. I wrote the 
english version of two project proposals and I wrote an article about options to renewable energy in 
Taiwan. I learnt a lot about the energy industry and how the energy market works, how a consulting 
firm operates, and how people work in an office. I enjoyed my internship because it opened my eyes 
to a lot of things I've never seen before like how the energy industry works.”
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SSE WELCOMES DR. JOHN PEREZ 
Dr. John Perez made history this month by being the first full time 
professor in the International College’s (IC) Sustainability 
Sciences and Engineering (SSE) program. Although the professor 
recently obtained his PhD from the Institute of Biotechnology at 
National Chung Hsing University right here in Taichung, Dr. Perez 
did not always plan to be a professor. In fact, he began his career 
as Doctor Perez, practicing medicine in his home country of 
Columbia. According to Dr. Perez, he quickly realized that while 

he was fascinated by biology, medicine was not his calling. After a little soul searching, the 
good doctor went back to school to pursue a career in research. This path eventually lead him 
to Taiwan, where he has since studied for almost a decade. Despite having received a better 
offer from other institutions, Dr. John decided to join the SSE program. When asked for a 
comment on his reasons, he said “I want to build something here!” Initial student reactions in 
GL3 are positive, and demand for his Hispanic Culture is overwhelming with over ninety 
students. The IC and SSE looks forward to working with Dr. John to build a better future for 
people here in Taiwan and worldwide.


